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Introduction

Welcome to the newest edition of the Harding University Qmeer
Press (HUQF). It has been seven vears since the first edition was
released, and for some readers, mavbe von wounld have preferred it
stay in 2011, For others, maybe this is the first time yon've heard of it.

But for some of us, it has been long overdue.

For me, the first time I heard of the Queer Press was early in high
school, before I was out to myself, much less anyone else. I thought
the idea was so cool, that students rose through anonymity to tell their
stories, boldly and bravely, when so much was at stake. But like most
things I was interested in during high school, the Queer Press faded
from my mind. and was replaced by some other hot topic.

I first came ont my senior yvear to a few close friends, all of them
very accepting and loving (some of them were even in the closet
themselves). At this point, T had already decided on Harding, and I
honestly did not think that my sexmality would really be a source of
tension between mvself and others. It was my own little secret, who
could it hart?

I soom learned that it would hurt someone. Myself. Not becanse it
was a part of me, but becanse others were so vehemently opposed to
that part of me. Professors I respected and friends I made would make
harsh jokes, or express their disgust at the “homosesmal lifestyle” or
the “homosexmal agenda”, not even considering that one of those
“homosexmals" was in their presence. I would langh along with them,
or maybe nod solemnly in agreement, but what I reallv wanted to do
was to be anyvwhere else but there.

As the semesters passed, I began to become aware of other queer
students on campus. Ifound friendship and commmnity. I also
started realizing that the more I became at peace with who I was, the
harder it was for me to hold my tongae at the isnorant
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and harsh remarks that would often come out of our mentors’ and
classmates’ mouths. Blanket statements about “the homosexuals”
rang in my ears and echoed down to my heart, from teachers who
conldn't imagine that they could be insulting the very students in
front of them. I was becoming bitter; I felt helpless and trapped with
this secret that only few around me kmew.

Recently, I have become more flippant about who knows and who
doesn't. Though I try not to care, it's nerve-racking not knowing how
those people around vou truly feel. I told a classmate recently about
my secret, and after our encounter, I was worrving. I thought, “I just
really wish people understood, and I wish this wasn't something I had
to worry about.” Like lightning, the memory of the HUQP struck me.
That's when I decided I could do something,

This edition of the HUQP is centered on fostering understanding
between the University’s queer and straight members,

To our fellow queer students — yon are not alone.

To our fellow students questioning themselves — it's okay to
question.

To our fellow straight students — please listen. Listen to our stories
and know that we are vour friends, roommates, classmates, and
family members. We just want to be accepted and to not have to
remain in the shadows.

To the faculty/staff /administration — this is not a paper written
ot of spite, hate, or anger. We want the University to be a more
loving and accepting place, and in the interest of attendance, so do
VOIL

To anyone and evervone — thank vou for picking this up (or
looking this up) and reading it. Nothing will ever change if we can't
have an honest conversation, and we hope that this sparks many of
them.

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do

that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” -
Martin Luther King, Jr



A CONVERSATION WITH THE ORIGIMAL HUGQP

1. What were some of vour fears starting this project”
“T was afraéid of being outsd pubdicly, and that nry parerts would know I had written for it
Which if they know that, they've pever acknowledzed # tome. Ha;‘heﬂlmm:tmﬂfw
of gatting kicked out or somethine, bar [ don’t think I ever really thought that wonld happen ™
“I wes meds? warmied abonar the backlash we nupid receiva, We took 3 bot of precantors w
protect our identitted, ur [ was 9l wormed about the passibiliny of bemg discoversd and
Kickad our, Mmmmgﬁﬁdﬂ'nwhmuﬂhﬂdmgﬁamddmemm
reballious ™
"My bizzest fear was adminictative remlaton. When we were patting wopether the zine [ had
left Harding short a few howrs of graduating. Timew [ wanted fo evennually finish my degres
SOTmebaw, :nrdmﬂurm.-.mmdﬂlﬁﬁd:mm—nhmn'!gnmrmatﬂei,hnmim
of comsequence.
~Cm 2 persont level, T harbored some deep Sars about Deing outed a2 a result of my
participation in the project I'was also concerned sborar the pessihility of visible backlash
against LGHTG stadents coming from the student body. heading to an even more hostdls
clireape

2. How was campus when vou were there in respect to the LGETO compmmity™
“Dhoi youx gurys hawe this thing called Integricy Mimsstries” It started when T was there, and it
was basically a “edther prav the gay away. or do thempy w0 resolve it, or just be calibate”™ kind
of thing. and they advertised this in chapel several times. So that was some inspiration for us.”
"I rememrher siting 0 classes with teackers savice really homophobic thing: — conpanng us
o pedophilss, sic. — and if made me fust instanty not care about that class amymore. ITwas
always really put o by lectares or chapel speackes that meated LGB T peopla as this huse
loorning threat just warling o taks over Amernica and desooy relizion forsver.”
“Trwas 3 mizghtare It was the fear of cormng out i bizh school tut amplifed by 1000
because tellmz the wrong person could end vou up in thamapy for sometiins that wasn't wrong
with yodr There were sippontive people, people [ kmew I could infroduce my bovirisnd o, b
it ook me 50 lonz to fnd them ™
“Thers was nir such thing as a vistble LGBTT) comenumity when T was a stadent LGBTQ
1ssues were very rarely talked aboat, there was no acknowled sement fom amvocs that
LGTBQ individnals existed at Harding. Speaking onby for novseif it was quite an isolating
clizeage ™

3. What was the kickback like after it was released?”
“Ttwas really, EEALLY bizame” Evervwhere onlice peonie were falking about it and
descussing it, bat when [ went o classes that week it was never browght up. It was like if was
okav for people o falk about it ¢n Facebook. but not meanon i m person. Hading hald a
semirar afferwands about bow to wear gay people, and it was preeny mach the same thing as
uzaal — hate the sin love the sinrer tvpe sfuff What Treally wanted wees for Harding o reach
ot 10 us and ask what we would have liked fo see them do in a seminar like that, rather than
just go with the :ame meszage they d been Ziving for ages.
~When we released the zine. Twas bving with my fiance i Gearga. so I didnt especially feel
a ot of the weisht some of the others inour proup did. The story did evennmlly make it to my
mﬂ;mmwbm&ma&elammmﬂ&mutﬂammhma ..nt:ﬂ'_mk:hn
knew that I was imoded.”
“Thackmlly the responies wers overwhalimmely sappordve

4. Dr. Burks addressed the HUQP in chapa], what were your responses to that?
“T went with a couple of fends to meet with him and it was all jost anper. Theres was no
attempt to understand. It was like he couddn't even see the humarity in s, which was sad He
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kas no Towve for people. Mayhe he bas that bove for his own people. but that’s oot the kmd of
lowe that Harding & allepedly feaching peopls.”
“Theat was soch a fascmating event On the one hand it was an appallmz, bt unsurprisns.
rennnder of Harding's exireme neaconservaive anenfaton - from his refasal to even speak
the HUQP nane aipad becausa of the word “maser™, to the absard Claim about Harding not
rving to comerol smdents” thinking while actively blocking ta website Som caprpas On the
udﬂhmi'mﬁﬁmmatmwﬂdmmﬂbemimﬂnrﬁﬁmeﬂmquﬂzmds'
g3y and “lestian” im fromf of the entire stadent body.”

5. How did it feel to have nujor media outlets pick up the story”
“Tlked if. Tt helped me feol more protectad, validated for sare. I think they recosmized this
was encagh that they'd be taming people off I liked that, and some of the media contaced us.
I 'think it was the New York Times that called us, which was wemd ™
“Ou oo hand, Twas glad becmuse T felf like if pat more pressure oo Harding to address i, and
oSered s protecton Som being punished. Om the other hand. T 21t liks & paled away Tom
what we really wanted to do. Instead of it bems about commumicaing with stadents and
faalty about how we Sl and changes we'd like to see, it became abouwt the whole country
scnstiniring Harding, I think that made it fae] ke it was mare of an aftack oz Harding than we
meant it o be [ thick the bardast part was that fugsling the madonal aention realiy paled
away from the omes and energy we could have ased 1o engape with peopla on cangnes more [
wioald kave boved 10 have been more focazed on findmz a way to do more for other LGBT
students ot Harding, Hke creaning a petwork of some kind ™
“Homestly. it {=it bomible When I was contact=d o be a par of this group, onv understandmz
was that we were hoping o spark 2 conversation on campus. o hold up a mimer 1o the
Harding commmmnity. Instead. it became a muech bigger story than many of us had prepared for.
Ore professor who was mentionsd receivad anpry emails and threats from peopis who hed
bkely pever heard abour Harding hefore then I thank by the slory gamnz nafional aftenion,
we aided up doine moce o thas healme [ don't feed great aboat that That sasd [ know thar
2 pronp of LGBT stodents at Freed-Hardeman started dlogzing about their own expenienes
direcily ecamse our story ended up saimine some atfention [ am happy for that ™
“The medin coverage felt like a massive form of validaton for my evperences a1t Huding and
desires for change Iwas also refeved kmewing that state and natoral level media coverage
wonld force Harding fo respond, even if the msponse wasn't idesl.™

4.  What would you like to see chanse oo capmpus m respect to LGBT() policies?
“Allowing an official LGBT group, even if it off-capmpus. allowinge that to thoove, and fo
advertise 0N CADPES 50 everyons can know ot exists. When vou're applyins for housing or
applyins to Harding they could have someshing that says, “T'm cool with LGET people.” so
that vou know you'te gome toe ba in a safe emvirooment I people dom't feal safe in their donm
sxbaation, they shoald feal saf to say that ™
“Tworald Lowe for there to be some way for sadf and facuity fo compminicate with seademts that
thay are afrming because I know a bot of faculey are, et can't express thar without mskirs
1 think Hardmg does a dissarvice to its shadent body by parpetasting the "Harding bubble®
with eutdated podicies. Hardmp stodests should learn to e Chostians m a 215t cenhary
BIFToIment "
“T befieve 3 policy should be mplemented tha reqames coarse ourmcnbom oo be based i the
most 1p-io-dare accemted sciennfc and professional Sreranures, thnis, aEy Couarse Consent
related to LGBTQ populations and issnes should not refiect tnscientific, omdated and
discrmmnarory mfommaton Second. che Hamdme admirisiration showld poblicly acknowliedze
and aferm the ezstence of LGBTO stadents oo campus and their righs to an educaion free
from discrmiration and harcsment which inrhade:s the npht to LGB TQ-2fmicy mental
heglth services.™

Respanses were edited for 6
fength, clarity, and grammoar.



Survey Kesponses

Theze are the results of an uncfficial. anommeous survey offered to
Harding aluoms, former students, faculty/staff. and cwrent students. The data
cannot be extrapolated to model the entirety of the target group. Joke
responses were excluded from data presented The pmpose of the suovey was
not given to respondents or those that shared the suwrvey, and of 1t was, 1t was
presenfed a5 a personzl project. to oy to elimmate bias and protect those
shanng 1t.

There were 355 respondents: 235 students, 81 former students, 52
alumm, and 7 faculty/staff

Chut of 235 cwrent students, 38 were queer or queshomng. Just ponder
that a moment. Very few people saw thas survey, vet we had 16.2% curent
amdm'rﬁpﬂndﬁmtmnﬂtshmghtmmgmdﬂﬁﬁhﬂ:almsrﬁﬂ:m
students, 1imamne what that muomber mught actually be. Imagine what
attendance could be if queer students falt welcomed on campus.

Follownng are pie charts from the survey. Agam this information cannot
be extrapolated to fit the entire campus. Charts marked (%% are less than 1%
but greater than (%% of respondents. More results from this wmeffical swrvey
will eventually be posted cnlime.

Are you an ally to LGBTC+

persons/studests? _
What is your sexual

orientation (current

students)?
Heterosexual = Mol
Respondents 2 -.EFD"-‘ _ r

= Bisewsal

3%
Are you an ally to LGBTQ %‘
persons/students?

Asenual

= Parisenus]
= Questioning

LGBTC+
Respondents




Have you ever experienced, seen or heard
descrimination at Harding bazed on gender
or sexual orientation?
| "'E'i
Heterocsexual
Respondents
® maybe

Hawe you ever experienced, seen or heard
descrimination at Harding based on gender
or sexual orientation?

LGETO+ = = yes
Respondents \ 2 no

= maybe

Do you know of any faculty/staff on campus that
are LGBTO+ allies/advocates?

Heterosexual
Respondents W yes
H no

LGEBTO+
Respondents

Do you know of any faculty/staff on campus that

are LGETO+ allies/advocates?

B yes

B moO
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You Belong Here... If You Want to

Omn Aungust 2.4, 2017, President Bruce McLarty gave a
tonching chapel talk. And I don't mean that irondcally, or cruelly. It
was one of lessons that vou don't forget after its given (nnlike many
chapel talks I've heard throughout the years). Dr. McLarty was very
sincere in telling the student body that they all belonged at Harding,
despite their different backgrounds,

Dr. McLarty began listing different factors that have made
students feel out of place at Harding through the vears. Broken
homes, trauma, academic ability, race/ethnicity ‘nationality, financial
sitnations, and religions backeground were among the many that were
specifically mentioned. As someone who has been throngh broken
homes, franma, and financial stroggles, I was very athuned to what Dr.
McLarty was saying. With each example, he would repeat. “You
belong here... if vou want to,” As he continned talling, I waited for an
example that I kmew would never come. Sexmal orientation and
render. Mot that I expected him to condone or affirm the LGBETQ+
community (phew, imagine the backlash), but I at least thought that
we would get an honorable mention.

Nothing,

I womld like to think it was implied. Kinda kke a J.E. Rowling
and Dumbledore type situation. It isn't real representation, but hey,
it's something!

I would REALLY like to think it was implied. But when von list
different minorities of people that not only feel alienated by society,

bt by the church, that at least the queer student body would be
addressed in some way.

But the truth is, the administration and board do not think we
belong at Harding, We are not welcomed, and we never have been. At
least that’s what their policies and attitudes say. And it's not for lack
of want on our part. We want to belong here. The wonderful things
yon love about Harding are the same wonderful things we love. But
when you are consfantly ignored and dismissed as even existing at the

University, vou start to doubt that meszage,
We want to belong. TI



But the university, unlike the example of Christ we are trying to
follow, has certain suidelines to be inclnded into the Christian
commmunity. You're gay? Go to conversion therapy or be alone. You
believe that members of the LGETQ+ commmunity don't have to
remain celibate to go to Heaven? You're wrong, and your voice doesn't
matter. Be quiet, yvou're making people nncomfortable,

It feels as if there is no place for the queer stundent at Harding
University, even one who loves God with all their heart, We either
must shut up, be alone, convert, or go to Hell in the eves of the
University, We get told the same things over and over when we
complain, “Well, you signed the confract!” That's true, we did, but that
doesn't mean that we shouldn't strive to make the university a more
loving and accepting place for all its members,

In Bible classes, I have heard the other side of the argument
presented for accepting and affirming queer Christians onlv once. The
remainder of classes have condemned and confirmed that queer
people do not have a place in the Christian commmmnity. If not blatant
condemnation, then the heteronormative attitnde that they aren't
speaking about anyone in the class. Many people think the term “gay
Christian” is an oxymoron, but we have the same right to have
relationship with God as vou do. After all, isn't relationship the most
important thing to God™ We as Christians have forgotten that.

And don’t get me wrong, I really like Dr. McLarty. He is fan
and kind, and I have no donbt that he truly cares about people. To an
extent. his hands are tied on these policies. The administrators, board
members, and donors are a perfect storm of silence and repression.
Dr. McLarty is, however, the face of this University. Part of me feels
remorseful that he will be having to deal with the kickback of this
publication. However, part of me doesn't.

We zing “Just as I Am" in chapel, but we aren't accepted just as
we are. We're accepted just as you want us to be,

We sing “The Greatest Commands” in chapel, and as the four
parts join together in the end, we sing, “God is love.” God is love, bt
all we hear are crickets from a University who claims to love God and
others regardless of their beliefs,

We want to belong, Dr. McLarty. But does vour Undversity

allow us to?
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Intersectional Queerness

“Why does everything have to be about race?” Queer
people of color (POC) have heard this more times we can
count, even by “liberally minded” people who advocate for
LGBT nights. We can be pulled into two different minority
groups until 1t feels as though they are mutually exclusive. It
seems that we have to choose which part of our identity fo
own and wear proudly: race or sexual identity. The fact 1s.
we are often margmalized even within our own comnmnity.
It 15 sometimes difficult for queer people of color to voice
our expenences without being made to feel like we re filling

in more boxes m oppression bingo. But the expenences of

different ethnicities and cultures do contribute to our
identities. as do the experiences of different genders and
sexualities. My journey as a black woman will not look the

same as that of a white man ofr even a white woman’s.

It may be difficult to accept, or perhaps just easy to
overlook, that even within minority comnmumnities, there can
be levels of privilege. I know this 15 a word that has become
50 sensationalized by the media. it makes vs uncomfortable

to think we have it. But recogmzing the ways 1n which we

are privileged is important, if we want to live in a way that
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empowers others, and to work toward a more just
world. Being a minonty in one area does not erase our
privilege in other areas. For example, I am black. female,
and gay. and while I may be disadvantaged in these ways, I
mmst also acknowledge the privilege that goes along with
being cisgendered. able bodied. and college educated. In the
same way, queer white people still benefit from white
privilege. And this should not be cause for guilt, but for

AWl CIHESS.

This means listening to the voices of people of color
in the LGBT commumity, fighting for their rights. and
supporting their art. It means questioning why the oscar-
winning film Meonlight never received the same
mainstream attention as did Call Me by Your Name, despite
the latter movie’'s portrayal of a problematic relationship
between a teenager and a grown man_ It means contimung to
say the names of Tonya Harvey, Celine Walker, and
Phylicia Mitchell. who represent the growing number of
black, trans women murdered this vear alone. It means using
white privilege as a platform for underserved members of
our commumty, because that 15 what we are, and what we

must continue to be: a comnmumty.
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DEAR STRAIGHT PEOPLE,

I want you to know that I love you. I know my
queerness makes many of you umcomfortable, and I'm

sorry. I just hope you umderstand that my goal is not
to rub it in your face, but to show the world that I

love myself. It took me 280 years to do that.

I love you. You are my dearest friends, my sweet
family, amd my intelligent professors. Thank you to
those of you who show me kindness and love even thoush
yvou don’t gquite understand how my community works. I
know we do not see eye to eye, but I am thankful for
vour criticism. It has made me a better person.

Be thankful that being straight comes to you

naturally. I envied you, but I learned to love being
me.

DEAR STRAIGHT MEN,

Sometimes I assume that all of vou want to beat
me up or call me names, because those things happensd
to me in high school. Some of you are my best Ffriends
here at HU, and you showed me what God’s love really
looks like. You are all so important to mecand you have
made an amazing impact on my life. To those of you who

do not know me: please be kind., Just because I am
attracted to men doesn't mean that I am Incapable of

friendship, just like you can be friends with girls.
Guys, I need you. We need you. I'm tired of walking by

a group of men and Teeling like they are going to hit
me. I fear you, and I need to know that I am safe with
you., Let me know that I am safe here.

DEAR STRAIGHT PEOPLE OF HARDING,

Ask me about my story and my Taith. My story may
be a rainbow-rific glitter-fest, but I almost died
getting here. Pleass listen.

15



sometimes I don’t feel welcome at Harding. In
some of my classes you talk about my people like you
are disgusted by us. I am disgusted by your disgust.
To those of you who care: please speak up for me.

If Jesus were heres at Harding, He would not be
hanging out with you. He would be eating lunch with me
because I need Him, Jesus i1z not scared of me. You
shouldn’t be scared either. Jesus loves everyone,
Especially me.

Please understand how important it is that you

read what we have to say. This is the only voice we
have.

WE ARE HARDING!
(that felt good)

There are so many queer pecple on campus. Do not
b= surprised to hear it. We are here, and we are gqueer.

I know Harding has an anti-bullying policy, but
for justice to be served, we must come out. wWhy don’t

we? Coming out makes us a target. We are HOT safe here.

DEAR DR MCLARTY,

You say Harding students are “just different,”
but not all of them are. These are the same students
wihvo make me feel like an wnwanted guest in my own home.
These are the same students who maks me question my
faith by telling me I am going to Hell. They do HNOT
know my heart like God does. Please speak up for us Dr.
McClarty. Please acknowledge us. We are tired of being
silent, but we are not safe enough to speak up for
ourselves. And your silence ic desfening

DEAR STRAISHT PEOPLE,
Welcome to Harding.
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Are Gender Roles All That Bad?

Have you ever been told that vou can't do something becanse 1t 15 only
supposed to be apprecated by the other gender? Perhaps vou're a woman, who
has a strong abihity to speak m the public avena, but vou've been told that only
men are supposed to be leaders” Or, conversely, mavbe vou're a man with a
paszion for canng for others mn thew tmes of need” Surely that 1sn't a role a

man can succeed 1o, right?

These are assumptons that we make every dav, because o many
things 1 society are associated wath bemg masculme or femumine. Nearly
every aspect mm ow lives 15 gendered meluding: colors, zamses, actvites,
hobbies, and even sports. As a society, we love to group things into one of two
categones, “for bovs" or “for zirls” but there 15 an iwherent flaw with thes
svstem. Thas wdea of only the masculine and fermmine leaves no room for an
mndividuzl to express themselves mm a way that 15 umique and talored for thew
own personal 1dentity.

Followmg are a few examples of how detmmental 1t can be to force
people to conform fo owr percerved gender roles. These are from my owm
personal expenence a5 a man who presents as extremely ferumine 1n naturs.
Both 1n mannensms and in thing=s I enjov, [ find movself alisnins more wath
what 15 tradationally thought of as bemng “for women,’ and beheve me. 1t gets
brought up often. Whether 1t be the fact that I talk with mov hand=, or the 1dea
that I love romanhe comedies and sappy “chick flick™ mowies, or that I love
shopping and spending time around my fnends that are zirls (more often than
my fnend: that ave guys). I am remunded daly, both by people’s achons and
thewr words. that I don’t fit the bill as a quntessental man.

One of the examples that stand: out the most of how hwiful
assumphons can be comes from my tme lnang m Searcy. Several vears ago,
I had a2 fnend who asked if they could paint my fingernails (an entirely
harmless activaty) to whach I =a1d ves, becamsze I absolutely didn’t care. She
chose a polizh, and proceeded to pamnt away, leaning me with shiny orange
nals when she was done.
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Orver the followmg davs, I ended up being rather busy, o0 I didn’t get around
to taking 1t off. After my classes one evening, I had a short break before work,
50 I decided to rim by a local fast food restaurant to pick up dinner. As Ipulled
up to pav, the cashier was fnendly, warm even, unfil I handed over my debat
card. and he saw myv painted fingermanis. He nmmediately stopped spezking,
not even fim=zlang his sentence. tossed my card into v car, followed by my
food, throwm mto my lap, then waved me along wathout o nmmch as another
word. In term= of damage, 1t was harmless, buf mentally, to witness someons
turn so cold for 2 simple coat of nal polish was extremely eve openmg.

Another example that often comes to mund 1nvolves hife withn the
chwch, where jobs and actintes are often drnded by gender. 1 have always
loved working m the children’s classes at clmrch. Yet several hmes over, after
getting to know the congregation. and really beheving I had found a “church
home.” I would express an mterest m helpime with clazzes, only to be mformed
that I wasn't allowed to. Because that was a job that women were supposed to
do, but 1f ] was mterested 1n speaking to the congregaton for a devotional. that
was always an open ophon

These are a few sumple imstances that have ocowmmed. There 15 a whole
other world of mmiscule achons and comments that happen every day, both to
me and countless others because thev don't fit the mold a5 a man. Another
consideration 15 that for women, 1t 1= offenfimes even worse, becanse they are
mudzed and attacked just for fithng the roles that thev are prescrabed, lot alone
for the women who speak out, or seek to ccoupy roles that are deemed as bemg
mascubmely aligmed.

Here 15 the guestion that I leave vou with, are gender roles that
mportant? As a man I am told that I am not allowed to be murfunng or that
the color purple 15n't a color that I am supposed to like. Many women are told
not to be outspoken or that they can’t work mm any form of science, or labor.
Are these archetypes that we sfill peed to shck to m modem socety, or
perhaps. these are holding pecple back from reaching out and becomung who
they want to be, and 1n tum, holding back society as a whele, becawse the
people who mayv be most passionate, or most drven are not supposed to be
mvolved because they weren 't bom wath the proper gemtals.
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Gr-:-wins up and d'lsc-:-'.'er'ir:E'.WEla-'r'wus pretty unfortunate turn of events for me. § came
froem an ares that was not exactly E;-:rr"rrim:lllll, nor did | hawe friznds or |'-:|.'11:'I1|| that were fond of
Eay propie Thoush most were not completety hostile towards the Eu:,'-:c-'nmunit'r', Ehey gid niot
maks mie beleve it was s t|:||:='-: | could confromt them adout. Long stary shart, to rectain the loye of
thos= | lowed, | repressed my feslings. Stowdy | 105t the desire to empathize, love, Bnd connect with
others. | was angry at myself for being say. then better, and then apathetic 2t my situstion. |
turned my emotions off. That was fire. | didn’t want them. They made everything more difficult
anyways. But the truth was that | was not spathetic — 1 only wished to be | was acthually desperate
o v and ul:-:ept-m:e_. and mot froem tmEp'rmmmumI:-.' out Trom those that [ lowed. Howeasr, |
k=ot the insscurtiss on the inside t-:-t"llt-cl convince m'r'.nerr that | disf not re=d Bnyone. e the
OCCAsions that some emotion cid bubble WD to the surface, it was hatred and anger towards
t‘-.'-b'r'tl"-l'na and eweryone whao drove me into this Ei't'.l-ﬂ'tiﬂr!-.'l.'h'h:ll dicin't they try harder to Fix mie?
Why couldn't they tell | was hl.'l"l:il'EFl:l bad® | was too afraid to ba Borest with them. While
:lrzsuTtin_Euhurl:lemd extErior, | was szrr-d-_'.'trurl:-?-E; from the inside out.

It mok to & |:r-u-|'|11: whiere sl I wanted ©s do was inflict this pain | f=It onto eweryone sround me. |
wanted themn to kmow hiow mwch | was hurf.inE. | I:hl:-u_5hl: it would be _f'un- i make them
understand my pain They dessrved it for not trying hard enough earker. | frequently brousht my
mather to tears fram my incifMarant sthisede towards [fe. All she wanted to o was to miske me
hapoy. 10 b2t me know 1was loved Deoause [ wos Der son. 3he was di:-'n'uL-iEi'nt and heElipkEss. She
thowght | was suicidal. | wasn't. Howewer, | wanted to keep her in thet b2, because only whenever
she was i:rllrinE bt I-:IsinE;mi: cid | feel the deep bove thet | desired more than urrln‘.h'ng. | ority
feit important when people were pleading to know what was wrong with me. D would shrug them
away indifferently or make up some fake iszue in order to keep them captiveted. | reeded
attantian. [ mewdad 1o b in controd. | was hesrti=ss. [ kad nio c-:-mpassil:rn_. no love, no empathy,
anky & diasire 5o feal loved mnd accepted. 1 did miot comsider the fact that minyhe r.-'q."rumil:,'-:li-:I
actuady love me, and that my hem-.l'.-:rmml-:l'ngm ENCemious Fl..':ﬁ:hClH:I-Eil:ﬂl‘h:lH on people who
realy cared about me.

|mm resp-:-nn'l:-lef-:ru: of the F-cu:lr cerizions | bawe mace It would be immature for me to
poirt a finger st 2veryone and everything eise and say that you are responsites for my actions.
Thelll are not. | am mot & vicim of them. Mainstream cutbare ErIoUrages me= to blamie the church
o =il rrr-.-:h-:rt:nmlnE" ciue to r=|:-r'-=5=|l:-|1 The= chwurch ENCOUTBEES Me ti Dlmme my h-:-'nl:-szr.uuh'l:lr
foer =l rrr:.--:rmctzr faws. il h-:ln-'_l?:.llll befiaved | could bisme the charch or h-:-.'11-:-=:=:-:uah1.'-.' for
el.'aﬂlrtr'm_E have done, | would, But | 'won't. s not nEh':-:-rI:rl.-r.- '-:InII|I haye rrr:.-szrrtc-':ll-ume It
WS never hc-m-:I:l-_'-:uuil.',' that made m= so inkbuman - t'uuslr..ut mee dup-erute‘.'nrtrre-n the 'n:|
of fear.

But whiere did 'E'.Efw-:riEinuteT The guiet. Satan uses the -:|uil:I:t|:r his sdvantage. Most
churchies | haye saen throw out the blanket mte-muﬂﬂ'mthummmulh:r'is wrong. | am okay
with the ohurch dinﬁreéngw.'m h-:-mmm:-uuﬁt:r_. ok it i thie lack of further discussion thst soames
mi= Individusls sre = to riIiir-a-J-:-'I:-:rrmerMiEupa-:rrhuw we aporoach the issuE of
homosexuality on their own. Do we let =oy people inko the church? Must they repent in order to
poinT Do=s the church bebeve that Sod hates seysT Will God forgive gay people? Unfortunately, it
seems that only the harshest opinions get verbadzed, whether they sre hedd Dy the masority o
not Feopie who would be willing to talk sbout the issue are no longer are abie to voice thesr
opirion, Decause of the weizht the blanket statements hold. Homosexuality & wrong, and any
sympoathy towards “the Erys'is-:lp-p:lse-:lwmz church. Feople ane aither afraid or 5-u1uir':=r|r
believe nothing more nesds o be said about the issue, and so the church remains guiet.

Peopie like me hear these statements, notice a lack of counterpoinis, and naturally hide. OF
codrse we gia. | hesr that | amoan abomingtion and that | de not have a rods in Sods work. | hear
that becausa | am sy 1 8m poing to hiell. | do not want any of the above to b= troe — | doubt
anybody doss. Bacause of the fear of el | repressed m_.,'f:clir.E;s.He-:uLuz of the faar of ri:qu:tiun_.
E=ot my miputh shut Baceus= of f'ear, | could nok b=l my 1‘-'.|.'11il':.'1:hnt | needed hedn. | oould rof tell
them § wanted k2in. | neaded peogle to talk to, Dut everyons was too sored to bring wo this issoe.
The oty people brave En-quht-:- speak out ioud wers the ones that supported the extreme view
iFint Sod dup:.':u Emy |:Ii!|:-:l|'I! I @on't can= i it mal:s‘pnu umcemfortable, | Gon't cars what you
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believe about homasexuality, simply seying thet everyone of a different sexual orientation is evil
will never metd the =ap betwesn the church and the guesr commanity.

Wihat wouwld have helped me the most was honest -:|iuI|:|-Eu= about the su-ujzl:'.'. 1 wish | weousd
have known thet itis alay to be =y and to talk anowt it. Whilst silerce gave those who wers not
goy reom o fill in thearetical saps adowt how to interact and react to the say community, silence
genee me room to unheslthily obsess ower how bo rid this derkness from my ife. Because | saw
h-:-ml:-u:-:uuluit'r':a-smz |:|in|'|u|:: -:-'I'm_g'sin, all othier actions to me beome more or kess marally
neutral Compared to me being gy, nothing could be worse. I 'was unadle to focus on fixing the
parts of me | could control —my lust, my emaotions, Ty com |:|l..'|=|".|'u I'|rinE — berpmucE | wWas bod
fooused on what | cousdn't control - my attraction to the same sender. | became o focused on
mysel | plummeted into that “apethetic™ state where | was truly only desperate for lowe. Dnce
there, the silence ondy left me room o perpetuate my bad habits. There was no one there to stop
me

A.I':ﬂ'-!-l-:ﬂ;}:lu'nr:,--:lft'lllinE bo rr'r'-thzsiae -:.:-l'rl'icl:inE irfarmation about God, the charch, ard
miyself, | bassn to look ab myseff -:|i'rr=r|:r-1:|'||. I said sorew it | did mok choose to be gay. Mare =, 1
do mot believe | can ever rid myself of how | fe=L 1 fought for y=ars before | became tired of trying
Maybe | hm'eEi'.lznup koo enrrlr-:-rdil:ln"t‘.rlll hard enowsh. Honesty, | gon't think afther of thase
are true. When | stopped focusing on destroying myseif and began focusing on helping others, |
feitn peace that | kad never fai before. | EIJI:|I:|EI1|‘||' fownc that life had so much more purnse and
walueE. | WS r'.:u.,aplllt:rb-ez.he for s change. |t was qood to be slive. It was not as it | weas filled with
maning and purpose Decause | was gay. | was not suddenly “endowed with the power and
confidence of homasexuality™ because | decided To socept mysel. i was more a3 i my seouaity
WES 5-II'I"||:||'I|| irr=levamt. twes 8 oart of me, but & was not what defined me En.'enl:uulllll my pa.renu
became samrs of my 5"_'-:IJH|I|.':|' I'-l.-lllnt'reri'nrﬁet wha-‘m'j' mizm tokd me. | oreoed mllﬁel:l'f-clr'm:
inayite b= revkcwesrd silance followed by the classic :urru;e-:rr'rumiia.r Eibie yarses,

Instesd, she stepped forwand and hussed me.
You must Be so echausted.
. | was. She hield me B Iikthe bet tighter.
I ienow you have worked so hard. | am 50 proud of you. This dees pot define you.
Thoss wers the words | needed to hiear 6 YEArs aEO. That was the conversaticn | was too =fraid
1 =i [ g 8
You are so mech more than this. | love you.

For some of you, this convversetion may not seem like much. For others, it may be everything
you mver '.'lar'.ted to hear from s loved cne. For me, I'ti:lEI'thlnllll was, [ think that was a disoussion
it weowkd have saved mieE from 'nlllpu' but | 'was too afiraid to ever initiats . This is the king of
taking that needs to happen. She never said she agresad with homosexuslity. | SoRT know if che
will comz to that conclusion. You don't hawe to. But that is the F-uinl: of honest disoessica. s not
to convince, it Es to create mutmlunﬁer:r-e.nd'rﬁ.

Wihether intentional or not, there is a lot of pressure for gueer folk o find their identity soishy
in their sexuality. This iz unhealtiy. This is whet | hope 3 deeper discussion with the church will to
put o &nd to, Decause ur'.:'mu'l:zr:','r'-:ur se.iua.ﬁzlll is niot a valid sourcs url'd-zntil.'!.'_.n-:- migtter what it
is. l.'.'Fl:haphun-:hr:.- r‘esi:turﬁl:n'lurﬁellll |:|L'.‘-=1: :er-:I'._.'rincEnE rr:'lriﬁ-u'rt'rl:lrwus difficult. In their own
ways, both the church and cufsre E;uil:lul me to my idn:r'-ﬁlll—l was say. That was who | was
Howewer, imiting mys2if to my sexuslity was an insult to myself and my Sod. | 3m 50 much mare
than that | was only ever told to acopt or reject this part of me in order to move on with my ife. |
had to pick & side. | was never encournged, until this moment, to think of mysell 2 mare than soy
I have tean through gay therapy, read through the applicable Bible verses extensively, prayed,
maditated, ard hapead -Euﬁ:tl:-g"-': mie & differsnt hand in i, yat none of thase msde a
differance. Those tactics wens focssed on me sun'-:lznrlrb-b::-mirﬁ very :I:r.:i;ht mnd 'Fl.lin5lirea.-:. 5
happy, straight ndividual forever, The ondy thing thet mace & realimpact in my ife was when |
heard somebody | love tell me s doas .ﬂu:lt:ln_ﬁ.':ln Fou. | was abde to step out of the e 1 hind peut
myzeH in. | am more than my sexuality. 'We are more than our sexuaéties. | do not believe | can
EyEr DE '.:I:ruiEhI:, beut et is irelewant o tHhie isswee. The I:-crl:l'r'c-ﬂ:hrirt is niot achi=ved =
uss-'mil-u‘l:fn;e‘-.'er'r'u-u:rr'int-:l one Christian mold, but instesd I:-'lrmu'l:minE-:ILr fdentithes in Christ.
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Therapv

I have alwavs grown up Chanrch of Chnist. My fazmilby has been goang
to the same charch for three penerations, and I zrew up recibing bible verses
and Chnshan behef: from buth. I knew exactly what was nght and what was
wrong. | was a stereotvpical, conservative, Bible-Belt-reared gl and was
proud of 1t. That 15, unnl I was i the seventh grade and realized that I was
attracted to moy best fnend. The problem? She was a gol. This went agamst
everything that I believed to be momally nght, or even pos=ible. Only bad
people were gay, nght? As I strugpled with these feelmgs, I began
researching 1f 1t was even possible to be gay and a Chnishan at the same tume,
but was not commected to the nght resowrces. I fell away from my farth for
thi=. and other reasons.

Flash forward to mv juntor yvear of lugh school. I was 16, and had
been suppressing these feelings for so long that bemng “gav” wa=n't even on
my radar, unhl the first dav of jumior vear. I made finend= with a new gl 1
my class, and she spent the mght at mv bouse. As we were talking zbout
ourzelves, she came out to me as being a leshian, and [ did the zame.
Unbeknownst to me. pry mother was listeming at oy door. and heard me sav
thiz. The next week. I came out to both v pavent= 1n 2 crving, sleep-
deprived frenzy, which proved to be the worst decision possible. They were
funous.

The next day, I was dragzed after school to a “Chinstian” counselor,
wheo twmed out to not even have a real hicensze to prachce, just a cerhificate
from the “Cln=tan Counselors of Amenca™ crgamzation. Oner the pext B
months, I was told over and over that I was wrong, that bow I falt was
dizgusting. that I was just lookmg for attention, that I was going to kell.
Which. a5 vou could 1magme, did wonders for my self-esteem. When smmple
emoftional-damage wasn't doing encugh. [ was made to do aversion therapy
mn the form of small, phyvsical, selfanfhcted abuses whenever 1 had “those
thought=." Thiz led to me developing self-harm habats that I sall sbugrsle
with today. I was encowraged to pmnch, seratch, or bt mayself in some small
way, as well as pop myself with a rubber band or rub an erazer on my amm
untl the thoughts went away. I was even assigned “homework™ of watching
softcore heterozexual pormography, 1o the hopes that 1f would enfice me fo
change my “deviant ways.”

All these things, rather than twming me straight, drove an even
deeper wedze between me and oy parents, ooy farth, and even movself I felt
alone, not histened to, and cast away because I was not good enough.

Conversion therapy, or “reparative therapy ', as 1t 15 sometmes
called. has never been approved or credited as legrhmate therapy practice by
mental health orgamzations, but only 10 states and the Dhstniet of Columbia
have lawrs to protect munors from these dangerous practices.
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People who go through these practices are:
8x as likely to commit suicide
0x as likely to report high levels of
depression

3x as likely to use illegal drugs
3x as likely to be high risk for HIV and AIDS

The Amencan Psvchologcal Association does not recogmuze
homosexmality as 2 mental disorder. Since they do not see 1t a5 a dizordar,
they do not support anv sort of therapy to “cure” homozexmality. Cheer
480000 mental health profeszionals mvolved 1n mumerons aceredited
psychology associzhons back this. However, 2 grownng sect of “Chnstian”
therapists ave offenng these practices, and this 15 2 growing problem for
voung LGB T+ teens. There are therapy sessions, camps. even “after howr™
meetmgs, whach all result in the teens prowing up with warped self-esteem
and 1dentity 1ssues, and meost result in the stahishes above.

Today, I can proudly sav that I am a leshian, I am a Chnshian, and 1
am a survTvor of conversion therapy. 1 say suravor because, though I was
not subjected to electro-cshock therapy or the more mtense versions that some
teens are, I was told m my formative years that I was an abomunation, that 1
was dﬂgumnE' but I am shll bere. I am learming to love myself again. and I

am learming to love God and others.

To students who are gav and went through any form of conversion
therapy: I am so sormrv. What yvou went through was not nght, and I am here
for vou. You are not disgusting, vou are not wrong, and vou can love God
and someone of your own gender.

To students who are gayv and did not go through conversion therapy:
count vour blessings that vou did not. However, just because vou did not,
does not mean that you do not deserve the same amount of support and love.

I am here for vou.

To students who are straight and may have gay chaldren someday:
please, pleaze, PLEASE do not even consider conversion therapy for your
children Being zay 15 not wrong. and no matter your personal views on it
cammot be “fAxed.” All that vou would be doing 15 dmnng a wedze between
vou and your children, and I know that that 15 not what vou want. Please
mstead love vour children hold them hightly, and teach them to love
thenwelves, and one day they wall thank vou, mstead of keeping vou out of
their life.

With Love,
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| Do Mot Have the Resources to Be the Change | Wish to See

My first week of junior year | mme back to school and met a gay
freshman at church, coerced into being a bible major. When | came back
to church the following Sunday | found out he had tried to take his own
life the night | mat him. He would be sent home for treatment.
Before he left campus, he would try one more time.

Professors here use hate speech and call it “religion™; we're included in
every stock list of sins; “academics” frequently call into guestion cur
right to simply live as we are.

We are vilified and portrayed as pedophiles,
traumatized, broken, confused, you name it
Classes hold discussions on how to love us
{as if it were different from loving any other person in the world).
Boys use us as a punchline.

Do you know what this does to people? | do.

I've known gqueer women here strugesling with self-harmn, queer young
men on Grindr flirting with danger down the road in Bald Knob.
The majority of us struggle with mental health.

Half of us transfer out after a semester or two.

This isn't everyone-—-some queer pecple come here and do alright.
But every single one of us is burdened with the hostility on campus.

My junior year | took charge of Outsiders, a formerhy underground

informal support group. And | took on the responsibifity of caring for
peaple: hurting, desperate to leave, hurting themselves.
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We propped each other up and for two years | was the 20-year old
vndergraduate social work student at the helm.
That same yvear | published an article in the newspaper, calling Hardin

out for its discrimination. It got a fair amount of attention.
Bruces wrote me a letter, also published in the newspaper.

Lo you know what changed? Nothing.

| can't help but think of what this institution could do if they merely
redirectad their energy. When a student is found out to be queer the
send them to a “non-mandatory bible study.”

Because conversion therapy is no longer legal.

The only resource for queer folks in town is Outsiders and it seems lik
Harding is okay with that. They're okay with the blind—a student with |

counseling experience, more interested in public policy than therapy-
leading the blind.

Maost days | feel like a child playing at counseling.
5o where are the adufts?
For the most part, they are silent.

But what if this institution dhose to support the hurting, bleeding
people—not for their sexuality but for their humanity, out of lover

Cne might call that Christianity.
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About the Authors

We the authors of Harding University Queer Press 2.0 have one simple
nussion m nund- to let people know that we exist. We are your fnends,
vour classmates, your chapel buddies, your club brothers and sisters.
We are the gl you say hi to im the hall the guy domng lavmdry next to
vou, the girl who hives down your hall in your dorm. We are here, we
are queer, and we love you. We are not here to cause tension, we don't
want to fight. we just want recogmtion that we belong here at Harding
University just as much as the rest of the student body.

The writers of HUQP 2.0 are just like you! We had celebnity crushes
when we were young, from Emma Watson to Chns Pratt to even
Shagey from Scooby Doo. We love TV shows like One Day at a
Time, movies like Perks of Being a Wallflower, and books like the
Percy Jackson series. We have heroes just like vou, from Cameron
Esposito to Garrett Watts to Mary Oliver. We stav up late watching
movies with fnends, we hang out on the front lawn hammocking, and
we love nugget day in the cafetena.

We've all had crushes, from our best fmend. to hot classmates, to
fichonal characters. The difference for us 1s that we had to hnde our

feelings in case they were negatively received and our worlds exposed
to those around us. We love just the way that you do, just a little more
quietly. Discovenng that yvou are queer 18 something that changes the
way that you interact with people who have caught your eve.

We all come from different backgrounds. but we have more in
conmmon with each other than you mught think  We are all at Harding.

we all belong here, and we all deserve the same nights as each other.
Don't you agree?

Sincerely,

HUQP 2.0
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Change on Campus

If vou ask me. change 15 usually scary. The fear of the unknown, the
uncertainty. But change can be a good thing, such as m the case of
representation of the LGB T students here at Harding University. This
defmitely needs to change We at HUQP 2.0 have a few sugpestions for the
Harding adommistration as to bow policies could change to benefit all the
students, not just the heterosesmal ones.

The first change that we suggest 15 an easy one: let us exast. Pretty
simple, nght? We are sumply azking for the nght fo be recognized as
LGBTOH and =hill be allowed fo atfend school here. To be able to be out and
proud, comfortable wath our sexmuabity, and not to fear retzhaton. We're not
asking for the school to start hosting Pnde parades or to start flhyang a
raichow flag on the front laam (although that would be pretty awesome). We
simply want the nght to be here.

secondly, we would like vou to listen to us, not just bear us. Along
with that, do not speak for the LGBTO conmmmity. You do not know our
struggles, or what we “need” from Chnistians. If vou want to know how to
help us, ask. When von ask, histen to us, and truly trv to put voursslf mn our
shoes. We kave been walking 1n them for mules, and we have ziven a lot of
thought to what we would hike to see happen. That being said. we have some
really awesome 1deas on how to bndge the bamer, but we cannot do 1t alone.
As Indwa Gandlu once sard: “You cannot shake hand= with a clenched fist ™

The third and final suggestion 15 a bit bigger: acknowledgreus1n a
non-negative ight. The only times I have ever heard the word “homosexual”™
m any of oy classes 15 when professors talk negatrvely about it. We would
love for professors to have some zort of trammng to know what to =3y and
what not to zay about the LGBTQ+ commmmity m their classes, regardless of
their perzonal behiefs. Bacause the truth 15, they nught have a member of the
commmnty m thewr elass and not even know it. Cne of the mwost 1s0lahms
feelings 15 the feeling when vou find out that even your professors, the
people who are supposed to educate vou, wouldn't be there for vou 1if vou
needed them because of your sexuality. Be there for us, please.

Sincerely,
26 HUQP 20



RESOURCES
Mentol Health

Mational Alliance on Mental Health https//www.namicorg/

Mational Suicide Prevention Hotline 1-800-272-8255

The Trevor Project {hotline) B66-488-7384 (confidential text messaging
text "Trevor? 202-304-1200

Resources on the rights ond experiences of LGBTG people in mental
health care Center for American Progress

hitee/ fwew americanprogress orglissuesfgotiview/ Ttag=lgbt-health
Mational Trarnsgender Discriminotion Survey

Rt/ transequolity.org/Rescurces/TransAgingPolicyRepartFull.pdf
LGBT Mational Help Center hitp/fesww gletnationalbelpecenter.org/

LGBTCH Support:
it Gets Bettar caompaign https//itgetsoetter.orgy/
LGBT National Helg Center http/fwww.glotnationalhelpcenter.org/

Medical Support

Gay & Lesbian Medicol Association's Provider Directory
hitps//glmaimpak netwarkats.com/members_orline_new/membars/dir_p
rovider.osp

Intimate Portner Vielence & Sexucl Assoult

RAINM hitps/fwww.rginn.org -800-658-4473 (HOPE)

Mational Dating Abuse Helpline wwwiloveisrespect.org 1-848-331-7474
The Naotional Domestic Vialence Hotline 1-800-77%-7233 (SAFE]

wanw. Micdhvihorg

Trans Lifeline 877T-5465-8840 www transifeline.org

Homeless and Domestic Yiclence Shelter's serving LGETQ populations
White River Wormen's Shelter Newport, AR 870-523-5000

Lucie's Place Little Rock, AR 5071-508-5005
Our Houwse Little Rock, AR S01-374-T383

Faith Resources;

G Christion Fellowshig https ffwew gohristion.org/about-ussf
Faith Resources from The Human Rights Compaign
hitgs./fwew. hrc.org/resources/faith-resources

Qutsiders Mests Waednesday Nights ot Bpm at First Christian Church

and is LGBTG+ and Allies friendly, feminist empowering, and for those
seeking like-minded liberal thinkers
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The LGETQ+ Ins and Outs (Terminology)

Asexmal- a term nsed to describe someons who does not experience sexual atfiraction
bt who can s@ll want to be i a loving, conmmitied relagonshap.

Bizexual - a person who feels romambic. emotional, and phy=ical attraction to both
males and females. This term is confnsed with pansexaal or pansexmality. Also,
people who wdentify this way may also be heteromantc. (Fafer to Genderbread
Person )

Demasexnal- somaone who 15 more likely to expenience attiraction oaly to people
whio they have fonmed close bonds with

Cay™ - a term that = usad 1o describe 3 “homosexmal” person and wsed to describe
the characteristics of a homosexaal. Also. this tenm is used to identify a
“homosexmal” males but lechizn: are also referred to a5 Zay.

Cender- & social construct, meaning that seciety has created social noms for males,
females. and aoyone i betaeen. For example, men cannot wear makeup or wear
“femninine”™ clothing.

Heteronormativity- the beliaf that “heterosexuality”™ 1= the dafmlt sexmal
orienfation and it 15 also the belief that everyone is “hetarosexmal™ or “straight.”
Imtersex- someone who was born with both mals snd female senitalia or bom with 3
chromosome that does not match said genitaliz. People who are intersex are labalad
as ransgendar, bur it is not the case; these terms have different meanings,

Lesbian - 2 lesbian is a “homosexnal” or gay woman that expenences love, aither
emotional. or physically with other women

Nonbimary- someons who neither identSes as male or farmals even though their
assigmed sex suggests otheraise.

Pansexual- 2 term closely related to bisexual bat are not linuted to only males and
females. People who identify as such can expenence atiraction for those who are
frans gender, intersex. nonbinary, and edc

The Plus (+)- is used in the acromym of LGET O+ to show inclusiveness 1o all
pdentifes within the commmmity. When the Phus is used it 15 abbreviating the full
ACTOOVIIL

Qmeer® - 3 word that 1= used amongst younger penerations to describe their
orientanon that 15 not limited o erther being “homosernsl™ or “heterosexual.” People
who identify themealves 2c queer find the terms such as “gay”™ or “lechian’ Imitng
Qmestioning- the exploration of one’s 0wn gender, onentaton, emotionsa] physical.
or emodonal identty.

Sexmality- & word wsed wo describe the identity that person finds themselves atiracted
bo. Exmnple; “heterosesmal™ person who is atracted to someone of the opposite sex.
Tramsgender -3 termn that describes 2 person whose gender idensity does not mamch
the sex assipmed at birth This word is abbrevisted to “irans™ af dmes

Tramssexaal- a experience some people feel when their sex assipned at birth does
not match the sex they identify with

Gay™- 1= a preferred name in which to call 3 “homosexaal”; homosexmal 1= an
cartdated term that is typically used in 2 derogatory sense.

Qmeer®- zome people in the LGETCH commmnity have reimvented this tarm fo
describe themselves, bt this is not & mrversally accepted pracice.
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THANK FOR READING THIS ZINE!

Thank you, donors! We literally could not have made this zine
without you. Thank you for giving us vour time AND money.
Thank vou for your kindness and your words of affirmation. Your
good deeds will not be forgotten.

Thank you, authors! Your stories and knowledge helped us show
the world what we are about, and your hard work will surely
show around campus. Do not be discouraged. There will be those
who do not appreciate your work, but in the long run you have
helped make Harding University a safer place.

Thank you, creators of the original HU Queer Press! Without you
we would not have had the resources, the inspiration, or the
courage to pursue this project. Again, THANE YOU!

Thank you, allies of the LGBTQ+ commmumnity! You have helped
build us up and you have encouraged us to be ourselves

regardless of what people on campus say or think of us. We are
grateful!

Thank you, readers, for giving us your attention and taking time
out of your day to read what we have to say. Thank you for your

understanding and we are looking forward to seeing you holding
Thank you, faculty, staff, administrators, and board members
who have taken this zine seriously and are willing to strive for
change alongside us.
We hope that this zine has stirred something in you that will allow
us to have an honest and compassionate conversation. We look
forward to hearing from Harding University, and we look forward
to seeing the change on campus

2 9 Thank vou, Harding University!




CONTACT US!

If you would like to see a continuation of
this zine, alongside bimonthly updates about
LGBTOH life on campus, then follow us on Twitter
and Instagram and Facebook!

WEBSITE: Find the link on social media
Twitter: HUQP2_0

Instagram: HUQP2.0

Facebook: Harding University Queer Press

Feel free to give us your feedback! Ask us
questions, leave us your comments, and if you
would like to share your queer experience feel
free to contact us by email at
HUQPZ.082gmail.com, or you can send us a

private message on any form of media lis

aD0OVE.

We can’t wait to hear from you!

DON'T YOU WANT TO BUY A STICKER?7??
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PRINT IT. FRAME IT. SHARE IT.
RECYCLEIT.

This zine is not copyrighted! Do
what you want with it. Burmm it if
you want to, but

PLEASE DO NOT LITTER!



